
Physikalisch-Technische Bundesanstalt
Bundesallee 100
38116 Braunschweig
www.ptb.de

Physikalisch 
Technische 
Bundesanstalt 
Braunschweig und Berlin 

Physikalisch 
Technische 
Bundesanstalt 
Braunschweig und Berlin 

Physikalisch-Technische Bundesanstalt 
Braunschweig und Berlin 

Physikalisch-Technische Bundesanstalt 
Braunschweig und Berlin 

PTB in brief

A globalized international economy calls for globalized 
metrology. This is why the orientation and impact of 
PTB, the national metrology institute of Germany, is not 
restricted to the national borders.

PTB with its 1,800 staff members is rather a „global 
player“ in the world of metrology and faces the 
responsibility involved for society, economy and science.

The international tasks of PTB include cooperation in all 
kinds of metrological organizations (the Meter 
Convention being the most prominent example) and 
cooperation with national metrology institutes all over the 
world. Furthermore, the PTB International Technical 
Cooperation advises and supports the conceptual design 
and practical implementation in the establishment of 
the quality infrastructure in developing and transition 
countries.

The clients of the Technical Cooperation projects are 
above all the Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation 
and Development (BMZ), which fi nances the majority 
of projects with PTB participation, but also the European 
Union, the World Bank and other organizations. For the 
implementation of projects a network of strategic partners 
is available.

All in all, the global networking of PTB has one major 
objective: the international harmonization of quality 
infrastructure and its mutual acceptance.
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Info-Box
Quality Infrastructure:  
The interplay of Metrology, Testing, Standardization,  
Certification and Accreditation 

A modern and well-integrated Quality Infrastructure is the 
warranty of high quality for almost all products and services. 
It is necessary for export promotion, consumer protection, 
public health and environmental protection. 

State institutions play a central role in shaping a country’s 
Quality Infrastructure.  

Background

Economic and social development, better regional and  
international integration and participation in inter- 
national trade are impossible without functioning  
metrological infrastructures. Prior tasks in a number of 
countries are the assurance of traceability and inter- 
nationally accepted measurement results.

COOMET – the Euro-Asian cooperation association of 
National Metrological Institutions – is one of the worlds 
Regional Metrological Organisations (RMO) embracing 
17 countries from Central and Eastern Europe, the  
Caucasus region, Central Asia and other regions of the 
world.

The COOMET region extends over a large geographic 
area and consists of countries with different levels of 
social and economic development, resulting in very  
heterogeneous quality infrastructure systems.

In order to diminish heterogeneity between member 
countries and to foster full integration of all member 
countries into international systems, a new field of  
cooperation was initiated in 2007 focusing on develop-
ment of basic metrological infrastructures in mainly those 
COOMET countries located in the Caucasus region and 
Central Asia. A respective subcommittee working on 
special topics of countries with developing economies 
was founded in 2008 and hosts the regional project. This 
helps to integrate the special work for those countries, 
pertaining to this group, into the every day work of  
COOMET.

Objectives

The project is aimed at a continuous stabilisation of COOMET 
as Regional Metrological Organisation within the context of 
European and international metrological organisations con-
sidering the special needs of smaller and still less developed 
countries to improve mutual understanding and networking 
between metrological institutions of the COOMET region and 
their European and international partners.

Components of support

The project focuses on following areas:

Organisational Development

To enable COOMET to fulfil its tasks as Regional  
Metrological Organisation according to internationally  
accepted and proven procedures

Metrological traceability

To enable all member countries to participate in dependence 
on their level of laboratories in respective regional or inter-
national comparisons

Improvement of Public Relations

To facilitate co-operation with European and international 
organisations 

To increase the degree of COOMET’s popularity on an inter-
national and also regional scale

Awareness-raising

To provide information and raise the awareness of stake-
holders in policy and economy of member countries for the 
importance of quality infrastructures.

Cooperation

The project is carried out in close coordination and 
cooperation with the headquarters of COOMET located 
in the National Scientific Centre “Institute of Metrology” 
in Kharkov, Ukraine, and together with other NMIs of 
COOMET member countries as well as technical network 
partners of PTB.


