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PTB in brief

A globalized international economy calls for globalized 
metrology. This is why the orientation and impact of 
PTB, the national metrology institute of Germany, is not 
restricted to the national borders.

PTB with its 1,800 staff members is rather a „global 
player“ in the world of metrology and faces the 
responsibility involved for society, economy and science.

The international tasks of PTB include cooperation in all 
kinds of metrological organizations (the Meter 
Convention being the most prominent example) and 
cooperation with national metrology institutes all over the 
world. Furthermore, the PTB International Technical 
Cooperation advises and supports the conceptual design 
and practical implementation in the establishment of 
the quality infrastructure in developing and transition 
countries.

The clients of the Technical Cooperation projects are 
above all the Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation 
and Development (BMZ), which fi nances the majority 
of projects with PTB participation, but also the European 
Union, the World Bank and other organizations. For the 
implementation of projects a network of strategic partners 
is available.

All in all, the global networking of PTB has one major 
objective: the international harmonization of quality 
infrastructure and its mutual acceptance.
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Background

In Georgia there does not exist a functioning quality infra-
structure (QI) that is in compliance with the present-day 
requirements of an integration of the country into inter- 
national economy as well as with the standards and regula-
tions set-up in the frame of WTO, European Union and 
other international organizations. 

Conformity assessments cannot be properly conducted in 
Georgia, because there is no traceability of the measure-
ment standards to the international system. From this results 
a reduced competitiveness - especially of local SMEs - which 
hampers their development on internal and external  
markets and as a consequence the creation and protection 
of jobs. 

Therefore, in a longer functional chain the lack of a basic 
metrological infrastructure turns out to be a barrier for 
poverty reduction. 

Additionally, obsolete equipment, not sufficiently trained 
personnel and out-dated measurement methods rule out 
effective consumer, health and environmental protection.

Political decision makers, consumers and enterprises are 
often not or only partially aware of these problems. 

Objectives

The project goal is to support the development of a quality 
infrastructure that is oriented towards the basic needs of 
the country’s economy and consumers. It shall enable the 
conformity with international recognized methods and rules, 
as defined by WTO, BIPM, OIML and other international 
organizations. 

Components of support

The project contributes by means of consultancy of govern-
mental bodies, organization and management consultancy 
as well as enabling the participation in international organi-
zations (BIPM, OIML, COOMET etc.) to the development of a 
QI that is in compliance with international requirements. 

Special consideration is given to scientific and industrial  
metrology as well as - to a certain extent - to accreditaton.  
These 3 components enable them to cooperate in an inter-
national context. The development of the laboratories for 
mass and electricity shall be supported until they have  
reached international recognition.

By means of technical consultancy, training activities and 
internships there shall be fostered the technical competence 
of the staff of the national metrology institute as a basis of a 
sustainable development in this field.  

Cooperation

The project is integrated in the support of economic 
reforms and building of market economical structures 
(sustainable economic development) as well as Business 
Development Services (BDS). 

To meet the target groups as efficiently as possible, a 
close coordination of activities with GTZ, EU and World-
bank as well as with according international professional 
organizations was agreed.

National Implementation Partners
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